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His spirit will rally others. ea worthy cause 
His mind will grow with each project he directs. 


He will remind us all that 


Aggie Leader Scholarships via Operation Spirit and Mind’ 
The Texas AGM Scholarship Initiative. 


The challenges of today’s world demand exceptional leadership. From business tc 


> government to education, 
wherever people work together, a strong and visionary boss is the key to any org 


ion’s success. 


You can fund Southerland Aggie Leader Awards and Spirit Scholarships for specific colleges or departments 
via Operation Spirit and Mind. Help Aggies of all disciplines become skilled and confident young leaders. 
Wherever life takes them, they will leave the indelible mark of Aggie values and ability. 


Operation Spirit and Mind is in motion. Be part of its success. Your generous spirit will 
produce formidable Aggie leaders for our country and the world. 


TEXAS 


A&M 


Call the Texas A&M Foundation at (800) 392-3310 or give online at giving.tamu.edu EDEN DATION 
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have positive effects on cholesterol levels, Osteoporosis, Par- 
kinson's Disease, Diabetes, Depression and your general well- 
‘being, This method is safe and injury free, making it particularly 
popular among those 40+ in age who want to gain or maintain 
‘a healthy lifestyle. You will find SuperSlow exercise beats any 

[iets polity tsvetried betore,so don't below to respons, 

| Call us today — our SuperSlow® certified trainer is ready to 
customize a program especially for you! 
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Get 6 FREE sessions with the College Stata 
L purchase of any package! 5 
SUPER OY (a $200 value) Modest id 
aaan New clients:only: nM ED &- 
= 060 lo Expires 6/30/10 


*SUPERSLOW ZONE AT COLLEGE STATION MEDICAL CENTER 
1602 ROCK PRAIRIE ROAD « MED PLAZA EAST, SUITE 4300 
COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS 77845 
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Fishing season is approaching! 


The ultimate asions. 
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unique, “one of akind 
that will be app 


STARTING AT $250 


CONTACT TOMMY NUGHE, AaM 72 
‘978-846-6070 OR 979-777-6070 
ON EMAIL RODAMDRELLCENTENOWERIZONNET 


‘OR DROP BY 
TOMMY'S OUTDOOR WORLD 
3829 OLD GOLLEGE RD. IN BRYAN 


‘OR OUR WER SITE FOR DETAILS ANU REFERENCES: 


WWW.RATTLERRODS.COM 
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Howdy! 


What an un! helievable season of Texas A&M basketball. It still 
amazes me how far both programs have come over the past few 
years. 

I'm writing this letter just hours after the women lost a heart- 
breaker to Gonzaga in the second round of the NCAA tourna- 
ment. Fresh off Big 12 tournament championship, Gary Blair's 
squad looked capable of making a run for the program’s first Fi- 
nal Four. However, Gonzaga pulled off a hard-fought victory. I 
still don’t understand how it’s fair that they - a No. 7 seed - got 
to basically play a home game against the second seeded Ags. 

Meanwhile, I’m still trying to cope with the men’s dishearten- 
ing loss in overtime to Purdue. The Ags were so close to a Sweet 
16 matchup against Duke in Houston that they could probably 
taste it. I know I could. Despite the adversity they faced, Mark 
‘Turgeon’s team continually exceeded expectations all season 
long. That was certainly enough reason to believe they would 
get by Purdue and set up a marquee matchup against the Blue 
Devils in front of a likely record number of Aggies. Without a 
doubt this loss hurts deeply, but it difficult to be disappointed 
in what these guys accomplished. Mostly, I'm just sad that their 
n had to end like that ~ especially the seniors. 
peaking of seniors, Derrick Roland recently decided to seek a 
medical hardship so that he could return next season, He doesn’t 
automatically qualify under the current rules — he played a few 
too many games — but I think this is a perfect opportunity for the 
NCAA to make a statement that if a student-athlete does all the 
right things — both in sports and in the classroom — then they de- 
serve to be rewarded. Who knows what will happen, but know 
if anyone deserves it, D-Ro does. 

Finally, I’m disappointed that basketball season is over, but 
that means it’ time to reveal Al’s annual Big 12 Awards. We also 
thought it would be fun to name our A&M All-Decade team. 


Gig’em Ags! 
Broa / 


AIAWARDS 
PLAYER OF THE YEAR ALL-BIG 12 TEAM 
G Donald Sloan, Texas A&M G = Tweety Carter, Baylor 


G Sher llins, Kans 
ie erat Donald Sloan, Texas A&i 


Cole Aldrich, Kansas Anderson, Okla. St 
FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR : ny lowal 
G Tommy Mason-Griffin, Oklahoma 


MOST IMPROVED 
F Bryan Davis, Texas A&M. . 


COACH OF THE YEAR GF 
Mark Turgeon, Texas A&M F 
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ALL RIGHTS RESERVEL 
Volume 4, Number 6 


979-229-8046 or 1-866-55-AG-MAG 
www.aggielandillustrated.com 


Subscribe Now! 


1 year for $18 or 2 years for $32 


Three easy ways to subscribe: 
1. On the Web: aggielandillustrated.com 


2. By phone: Call us at 1-866-55-AG-MAG 
(1-866-552-4624) 
ly mail: Send your name, address and 
payment (check or credit card) to: 
Aggieland Illustrated 
PO Box 6841 
Bryan, TX 77805-6841 


The Difference is 


Capture the spirit 
of Aggieland atthe 
Courtyard by Marriott 
in College Station. 
The Courtyard offers 
amenities such as free 
high-speed internet; a full 
hor buffer breakfast at the 
Courtyard Cafe; dinner 
delivery service; and a 
lounge bar in the evening 


o..~- 1 just ro name a few. 
COURTYARD Whether you're in town for 
business or just to cheer on 


Marnott the team, the Courtyard is 
the place to stay. 


3939 HWY 6 SOUTH * COLLEGE STATION ¢ 979-695-8111 


www.courtyanl.com/elley 
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Chiropractic 5 
We Put thesSwagger Back in Texans 


Specializing in athletes of all ages 
Low force “activator technique.” 
We take the fear out of chiropractic. 


DANIEL BETTIOL, DC * SHEILA BETTIOL, LMT 
2151 Harvey Mitchell Pkwy Suite 112 ¢ lege Station 
979-764-3100 © texanchiropractic ®verizon.net 
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outstretched 


Sophomore Dash Harris tries to disrupt a three- 
point attempt by Oklahoma State's James 
Anderson, The Aggies never trailed against the 
Cowboys on senior night, winning 76-61. Harris 
contributed 8 points with 6 assists and tied his 
career-high with 8 rebounds 

Photo by Jason McConnell '01 
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THE RIGHT CHOICE FOR 


BRAZOS COUNTY & TEXAS 


+ Successtul ftetime cattle rancher in Brazos. Leon and Madison counties. 


% Retred as Brazos County Tax Assessor & Collector atter over 30 years of 
service, 


%* Introduced and helped pass over-65 homestead exemption allowing 
Individuals to mate quarterly tax payments. 


% Named by Govemor Mark White fo be a member of the Texas State 
Property Tax Board, where he served as vice chair 


‘* nstumental in passage of legislative bils that benefitted every segment 
‘of business and the citizens of Texas over the past $0 years. 


+ Appointed by Govemor Rick Perry to the 
biue-tibbon Task Force on Appraisal Reform, 
‘Aso named by Goveinor Peny fo serve 
980 hustee of fhe Texas County & Distict 
Retwernent System. 
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GERALD “BUDDY”. 
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www.buddywinn.org 
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Oo JEREMY KSIONDA ‘04 


With the 2010 class signed, sealed and delivered, 
the speculation surrounding the class of ’11 is officially under- 
way. In his first three signing classes as Texas A&M's head coach, 
Mike Sherman pushed the 25 scholarship limit to the max, sign- 
ing at least that many each year. As a result, the 2011 class will 
probably be limited by scholarship numbers and is likely to cap 
out at 18-20 depending on any unforescen attrition. 

Here, we take a closer look at the Aggies’ top prospects on the 
offensive side of the ball with the help of Billy Liucci’s Maroon & 
White Report at texags.com. Check back in the May/June issue of 
Al for the defensive prospects. 


QB (0-1) 
TARGETS: 
QB J.W. Walsh (Denton Guyer) m+ re 
Committed to Oklahoma St. l 
QB David Ash (Belton) 
Committed to Texas 
QB Dexter Foreman (Manvel) 
QB Johnny Manziel (Kerrville Tivy) 
QB Ryan Polite (DeSoto) 
QB Brett Hundley (Chandler, Arizona) 


KEEP AN EYE ON: Kerrville Tivy’s Johnny Manziel. While probably not 
2 QB at the next level, this jack-of-all-trades athlete has the attention of 
college scouts across the region. 


PROGNOSIS: After signing three prospects in the class of 2010, the Ag- 
gies will probably be selective in their quest for a signal caller in 2011 
Arizona's Brett Hundley looks like to be the top prospect early on, but with 
offers from all over the country, he's likely headed elsewhere. Stil, a senior 
campaign to remember from Jerrod Johnson would help the Ags in the 
eyes of recruits all across the country, so nothing's out of the question 


RB (1-2) 


TARGETS: 
RB Malcolm Brown (Cibolo Steele) 
RB Aaron Green (San Antonio Madison) 
RB Herschel Sims (Abilene) 
RB Brandon Williams (Brookshire Koyal) 

Committed to Baylor m4 
RB Kenny Williams (Pflugerville Hendrickson) 
RB LaFrederick Ford (Kirbyville) m.--- 
RB KC Nlemechi (Katy Cinco Ranch) 
RB Daniel Lasco (The Woodlands) 


KEEP AN EYE ON: Kirbyville’s LeFrederick Ford. The 6-0, 200-pound 
bruiser appears to be pretty high on the A&M coaching staff's big board. if 
the Ags push for an early commit here, they'll probably get it. 


PROGNOSIS: Like QB, the Aggies signed a trio of RBS in 2011. As such, 
look for the A&M coaching staff to be particular here. if they can land Ford 
in the early going, Sherman and staff will likely either make a run at one 
of the big boys (Malcolm Brown, Brandon Williams, Aaron Green) or call it 
quits all together and save the scholarship for a position of need, 


BILLY LIUCCIS MAROON & WHITE REPORT 


WR/TE (3-4) 


TARGETS: 
WR Trey Meteyor (Whitehouse) 
Committed to Oklahoma 

WR Desmond Roland (Lake Highlands) 

WR Derek Edwards (Brenham) 

WR Marquis Jackson (Arlington Heights 

WR Cameron White (DeSoto) 

WR Johnny Haynes (Irving MacArthur) 
= WR Jonathan Lee (Alien) 

TE Jace Amaro (San Antonio MacArthu’ 

TE Max Stevenson (Klein Oak) 


KEEP AN EYE ON: Allen's Jonathan Lee. The 
Aggies have dipped into Allen several times 
since Mike Sherman's arrival, picking up stand 
outs such as WR Uzoma “EZ” Nwachukwu, OB 
Steven Terrell and incoming freshman and high 
ly touted OT Cedric Ogbuehi. Don’t be surprised 
to see Lee as one of A&M's earliest commit 
ments in this class if he becomes a priority. 


PROGNOSIS: The Ags have replenished the 
pipeline at WR since Sherman’: arrival, so the 
coaching staff can do some cherry picking this 
time around if they so choose. As always, speed 
will be the determining factor when it comes to 
picking up an Aggie offer, so WRs such as Lee, 
Marquis Jackson and Cameron White should be 
ones to watch. The Ags also have a need for a 
TE oF two in this class, and Amaro appears to 
be the top target. With Texas Tech ties, it will 
probably be difficult to keep the San Antonio 
standout away from Lubbock. 


affordable living 


OL (3-4) Aggie Station 
TARGETS: 
OL Sedrick Flowers (Galena Park North Shore 
ammitted to Tea: ; 
OL Garrett Greenlea (Kein Collins) resort-style amenities 


Committed to 

OL Josh Cochran (Ha 

Committed to Tex 

OL Nathan Gutekunst (Hu 

OL Spencer Drango (Ceca 

= OL Joseph Cheek (Sequin) 

Committed to Texas A&N 

OL Hunter Nealy (San Antonio Reagan’ 
OL Shayvion Hatten (Vaingerficld) 


mmitted to TCL 


KEEP AN EYE ON: Atascocita’s Nathan 
Gutekunst. The 6-6, 290-pound OT is one of 
the state's best, and following a February unof 
ficial visit to College Station, it appears that the 
Aggies are in the lead for his services. In fact, 
don't be surprised to see him listed as a commit 
by the time the next issue of Al rolls around 


PROGNOSIS: After an outstanding OL haul in 
2010, anything in 2011 will be considered icing 
on the cake. Cheek was the first member of this 
year's class and happens to be an Aggie legacy 
Make no mistake, however, as the Aggie coach 
es are absolutely ecstatic about Cheek’s upside 
Hf Gutekunst joins Cheek as early A&M commit 
ments, Sherman will probably hone in a guard 
prospect or two to round out the OL class 
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Not much more can be said about the 2009-10 men’s basket. 
ball team. With all the trials and tribulations they endured, 
this group proved that they could take anything thrown at 
them and persevere. At the beginning of the season, the 
Ags were expected to finish in the middle of the conference 
standings. When D-Ro went down, many thought they'd be 
lucky to make the NCAA tournament at all. Somebody for 
got to tell these guys that they were supposed to struggle. 
Led by seniors Donald Sloan and Bryan Davis, the team con- 
tinued to win hard-fought game after hard-fought game. 
When it was all said and done, the Aggies finished tied for 
2nd in the Big 12 and 2 points away from the Sweet 16. 


REVOLUTIONIZING STUDENT 
HOUSING FOR AGGIES! 


ASPENHEIGHTSATM.COM 


MacResource 


Computers & Service 


3828 Texas Ave. 979-314-0535 
Bryan, TX www.mac-resource.com 


Reduce. Reuse. Recycle. MacBook Blowout 


TZ a 
Recycle your old computer 
at MacResource @ 
Northgate & receive $50 off 
your new Apple.* 


Recycle an issue of ” 

Aggieland Illustrated at 13" 2.13GHz 

MacResource @ Northgate 2GB ram 
for 15% off 3rd party Superdrive 


accessories. 160GB hardrive 


_fiind us on facebook 


MacResource Computers 


@N ate 


313 Church Ave. 
College Station, TX 


979.314.0537 


www.mac-northgate.com 


@ Authorized Campus Store 
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Gary Blair's impressive program continues to reload and play elite level basketball. The Aggies struggled 
a little during the brutal conference schedule, but showed what they were capable of by winning the Big 
12 tournament championship for the second time in three years. Their strong finish earned the Ags a No. 
2.seed in the NCAA tournament, Blair got his wish and avoided being placed in the same region as No. 1 
overall Connecticut, but he didn’t count on having to face a tough Gonzaga team in the second round. The 
Bulldogs had only lost four games all year, the last coming at the hands of the Aggies in mid-December -a 
defeat they claimed as the turning point of their season. The second meeting was a back and forth battle 
all the way to the end. Unfortunately, the Ags were a point short when the final buzzer sounded. 


i | 
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(softball) The Aggies are 27-6 and riding an 11-game winning streak with Big 12 play about to begin. (track) The 
women claimed a fourth consecutive Big 12 Indoor championship, while the men placed third for the second straight 
year. At the NCAA indoor championships, the men finished second, while the women placed fifth. (equestrian) The 
third-ranked Aggie riders finished with a 10-4 record - the program’s third 10-win season in four years - and have 
the Big 12 championships and national championships still on the horizon. (baseball) The 21st-ranked baseball team 
has won 12 of their last 14 for an overall record of 15-4. (tennis) The men are No. 18 in the nation and continue to 
climb the rankings as Big 12 play begins, while the women have already begun conference play and are 2-0 


Nate, Erica, Holly & Miguel 


Earn up to 


$150/mo. 


DC! BIOLOGICALS 


RE-ELECT 


Ben White 


MAYOR 
College Station 


EARLY VOTING APRIL 26 — MAY 4 ELECTION DAY MAY 8 


Twelve questions for 
the two-time defending 
national champion 

BY Al STAFF 


ELAN 


Started Riding 
ae bitty § 


es from the be nd 


From Indiana to A&M 


Keys to Good Horsemanship 
like 


Messing Up in Competition 


The first 


But Beth (he most k 


Challenges of Riding an Unknown Horse 


to j v. YOL 


t or 


mental prepara’ ch may 
but patter 
lion times. B e riding 


Best Places to Go Ride 


BRIAN DAVE 91 


BOARDERS LOVE 
ALMOST AS MUCH AS ‘THEIR HORSES DO. 


) 
WNEQUINE.CO 


yerated farm since 1951 


NEW YET FAMILIAR. 


POLISHED 
YET BROKEN IN. 


We're the event facility in Texas built just for you. 


We're expanding! See photos of our progess 
at facebook.com/BCExpo. 


Watch our online video tour at BrazosCountyExpo.com. 
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‘TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY 


Easterwood Airport — Whether arriving by commercial airline or in your own private aircraft, Easterwood Airport 


Fl " (CLL) provides the most convenient access to the Bryan-College Station community. The 
Y into airport is located just minutes from Texas A&M University and the George Bush 
the Presidential Library and Museum. American Eagle and Continental Connection offer daily 

of flights connecting through the Dallas-Ft. Worth and Houston airports. General Aviation 


customers receive the best customer service from professionally trained line attendants 
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www.easterwoodairport.com 


Traditions Clubhouse Is Now Under Construction, 
Opens Fall 2010, 


AlM 
TRADITIONS CLUB 


One Great Club. 
Two Great Ways to Join. 


ee GIOYO- 2 


Full Golf Membership Non-Resident Membership 
$2,500 $320/ mo. $2750 $160 mo. 


Initiation Fee Dues 


Down payment. No food 
or beverage 


$2,500 when clubhouse opens. 
minimum, 


$5,000 by Dec 31, 2011. 


You do not have to own a home at Traditions to join the club. Special pre-dubhouse opening pricing. 
Offer ends April 31, 2010. If you are a current member, refer a friend who joins and receive up to $2,000 in incentives. 


oY, 


Traditions Club is the new social center for professionals in Bryan / College Station. Our new Clubhouse is underway. 
The Health Science Center campus is right next door. We are encouraging and welcoming Realtor involvement within our 


community, Our Nicklaus Designed golf course is in the best shape ever. HSC Parkway connects us to leading edge biomedical 


research capabilities on the Texas A&M University campus. The spirit of Traditions is alive and well. Our future is bright. 
We invite you to be a part of the new Traditions Club. 


‘Traditions Club Golf Course & Community 
Membership Department 1s Drive - Bryan, Texas 77807 


Kg Real sare 


WilliamE=g Cole 


www.raditionsclub.com 


JASON MCCONNELL 


Most people, at certain points 
in their lives, make a tough decision to 
move to'a new town for new opportuni- 
ties. In late spring of 2007, Mark Turgeon 
was faced with one of those decisions. 

For the previous seven years, Turgeon 
was the head basketball coach at Wichita 
State University, where he turned the 
Shocker program into one of the Mis- 
souri Valley Conference's best. The third 
winningest coach in school history, Tur- 
geon led the 2005-2006 Shocker team 


Nearly four years after 
moving to Aggieland, the 
Turgeon family is exactly 
where they want to be 

BY JASON MCCONNELL ‘01 


to the conference championship and the 
NCAA Sweet 16, garnering MVC Coach 
of the Year honors along the way. 

When Turgeon took the job in Wich- 
ita, they were averaging about 5,000 fans 
~ including about 50 students — per game. 
By 2007, there were 1,000 families on the 
waiting list wanting basketball tickets. 

“We didnt have football,” Turgeon 
said, “so we were the sport.” 

Being the only sport in town, it meant 
a lot of pressure on the basketball coach. 


AMILY 
sax, tte TURSERE nasa cH 


ON MARCH MADNESS 

“The greatest time of the year for 
me is when February and March roll 
around. | absolutely love that time of 
year. | think | coach better. | think our 
teams play better. One of these years 
we are going to make a run at it and 
get it done.” 


MARK 
“By the end of March Madness, I'm 
going a little mad.” 
ANN TUR IN 
ee 


ELAN RATE 


“When we would lose a game, I felt like 
I was letting the whole town down,” he 
admits. “Ir was bigger than just Wichita 
State, It weighed on me because I wanted 
to build itup. We could lose two in a row 
and the next game there would be stand- 
ing room only. I would be shaking my 
head thinking these people are incredible. 
Tr would make me want to work harder.” 

But with the good came the bad. 

“I couldn't go grocery shopping. Three 
hundred, sixty-five days a year you are 
talking about basketball.” 


A NEW HOME 

One thing that Ann, Mark’s wife of 16 
years, wanted was a new home. 

After buying their home in Wichita 
within a couple of days of taking the job, 
‘Turgeon pushed off buying a new home 
every year. 

“T won every argument about it for 
seven years,” he recalls. 

Bur the day they were going to put 
some money down on some land, Mark 
cas A&M's 


answered the call to become 
20th head basketball coach. 
For their first year in Aggieland the 
‘Turgeons rented a house in Traditions. 
“Tt was the best case scenario,” Ann 
said. “We got to know all the unbeliev- 
ably good people in Traditions while our 


new home was being built.” 

However, not everyone was sold on the 
idea of moving to Texas. The Turgeon’s 
eight-year old son, Will, was not keen on 
leaving his friends in Kansas. 

“It is a tough lesson,” Ann said to Will 
at the time, “but a great lesson of life is to 
realize that you can move and be blessed 
to have friends back in Kansas, and meet 
a whole new great group of friends in 
Texas.” 

Will also missed one of his favorite 
spots in Wichita. 

“For the first couple months it would 
be, “There is no Red Robin,” Ann recalls. 
“And I would say, ‘Back in Wichita, there 
is no Aggie football.” 

Turgeon believes that it takes at least 
two years to feel comfortable after mov- 
ing. 

“I was from Kansas, moved to Wichita, 
and it took me two years to settle in,” he 
said. “I fei en when 
we moved into our new offices last year — 
even though I knew I was the first coach 
to move into that office ~ it kind of felt 
strange because I wasn’t in at the ground 
level. Now I walk into it and I feel like, 
“This is my building. What do I want to 
do with it.” 

A year after moving to Aggieland, the 
‘Turgeon’s have settled in to their home 


so at home now. 
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in Pebble Creek that Ann helped design. 
A basketball court littered in toys accents 
a perfectly manicured backyard overlook- 
ing the golf course. 


“Ir is a lot of work, but it has turned 
out well,” Turgeon admits. “I ran a yard 
service when I was a kid. I told myself if 
ever made enough money, I would never 
mow my yard again. I mowed it the first 
couple of years when I was in Wichita, 
but not anymore.” 

Ann and the kids ~ Will, Ella and Leo 
— have settled into their church and have 
become very active in the community. 

“The joy of kids is that you are instantly 
infiltrated into their friends and church, 
so we felt at home right away,” Ann said. 
“Once we moved into our house it was 
even better, because now we are around 


a ton of kids who they go to school with 
and good families. This is a great place to 
raise kids.” 


A CULTURE CHANGE 

A week or two after finishing his first 
season in Aggieland — a season that was 
two points away from a trip to the § 
16 — the Turgeon family went bowling. 
When they walked out of the crowded 
bowling alley, Ann turned to Mark and 
said, “You know, I don't think one person 
in there knew who you were.” 

Moving from basketball-based Kansas 
to football-based ‘Texas would take some 
adjusting. 

“We had Kansas at home my first year 
and there are only 8,000 people here,” he 
recalls. “I knew how good Kansas was and 
that place should have been packed. 
what our program had done the last four 
years, there should be a little more inter- 


weet 


‘or 


It can even be frustrating for a coach 
with a different mindset. 

“We played a game in early January last 
year against North Dakota — granted, a 
Division II team, and we were 13-1,” he 
recalls. “Announced crowd was 8,000 but 
there weren't 2,000 people in the stands. I 
was off the whole game. That was the one 
night I had a litdle pity party for myself.” 


"There are a lot of 
things more important 
than winning or losing. 
But let's go out and win 


anyway.” 


ARK TURGEON 


‘Turgeon doesn’t think he can change 
ars of basketball culture in ‘Texas, but 


y 
he would like to build on the current cul- 
ture in Aggieland. 

“Tt isa lot less pressure on me if A&M 
is a football school,” he admits. “As long 
as I keep taking care of my program and 
do everything we can to be a top pro- 
gram, that is all T ask.” 

However, he knows that means invest- 
ing his time in getting more students and 
fans to Reed Arena. Before speaking to 
a group of students in the early fall, one 
of Turgeon’s assistants asked him why he 
was speaking to the group and not Coach 


Sherman. 

“Sherman doesn’t have to do that,” 
Mark replied. “There will be 30,000 stu- 
dents at his first game whether he speaks 
to them or not. We have to do it right 
now.” 

And it is working. The Aggies played 
in front of four sellout crowds this year, 
including breaking attendance records 
three times throughout the season. ‘Tur- 
geon remembers the moment when he 
knew basketball was getting attention in 
Aggieland. 

“We lost to Oklahoma at home last 
year, and I was driving home,” he recalls. 
“I was really down because I just felt like 
we didn’t play well early in that game. We 
should have won that game. But when I 
gothome, I told Ann, ‘We can do ithere.’ 
Our crowd that day was phenomenal. 
‘There isa lot of spirit and there is a lot of 
pride. Aggies have that. I think that Reed 
Arena can be really special on game day.” 


VISION FOR THE FUTURE 


Any coach coming to Texas A&M after 


A BETTER COACH 

“| helped coach Will's first basketball 
team in Wichita when he was going 
into the first grade. That was fun.! 
just drilled them and drilled them. 

And then of course | had to get on him 
and he would get upset. But we got 
better. After one of the games, | asked 
Will what he thought about the head 
coach. He replied, ‘He is a much better 
coach than you are, dad.” 


ELAN ATE 


Gillispie's departure had some big 
shoes to fill. 

“Tr is not easy to follow a guy that was 
worshiped,” Turgeon admits. “And it is 
really hard to sustain winning. I am really 
proud of what we have done. I am proud 
of how we have recruited. | am proud of 
what lies ahead.” 

In basketball, Turgeon has always set 
lofty goals for himself. He wanted to go 
to a Final Four as a player. He did. He 
wanted to take Wichita State to the Sweet 
16. He did. And he has big goals for ‘Texas 
A&M basketball. 

‘My ultimate vision is to be playing 
for league championships every year,” he 
said. “If you are doing that, then you are 
one of the top teams in the country.” 

“That is one of the things that I think 
was so enticing about ‘Texas A&M,” Ann 
adds. “You had an opportunity to make a 
run every year if you play well and finish 
at the top in the Big 12. You have as good 
a chance as anybody when that field of 64 
comes out.” 

And while the last few seasons in Ag- 


gieland have been good, Turgeon would 
like to do better. 

“I don't like to be mediocre,” he ad- 
mits. “I think that you can look at certain 
college basketball programs ~ the great 
ones with a lot of tradition ~ and it is hard 
to get in that mix. Then you have the 
ones that are above mediocre but without 
all the tradition. And then you have teams 
that are pretty good and win 18-23 games 
per year. I don't want to be one of those 
teams. I want my program to be one of 
those other programs.” 

Building a program the right way takes 
time and good character kids. 

“It is all vision,” he said. “Do I have 
a blueprint? No. I have done it long 
enough. I do it by feel. I believe in my 
staff. I think we develop players. I think 
you will see guys get better.” 

“I think that is one of his strongest 
points,” Ann adds. “When he coaches 
a player for four years, when they walk 
away, graduated, he has made them a bet- 
ter person and a better basketball player. 
He has made them ready for life - wheth- 
crit is continuing in baskethall or getting 
a regular job. Graduation, school, how to 
treat people, character, respect, loyalty... 
You learn those things from being on his 
team. I think that is what makes him and 
‘Texas A&M work well together. 


FAMILY 

At home, Ann strives to create a sanc- 
tuary for her husband. 

“When he comes home from work,” 
she said, “its not about anything that 
happened at Reed Arena or basketball. It 
is about these three kids and how much 
they adore him.” 

And often, she carries his stress. 

“She gets too into it. She worries too 
much about wins and losses.” 

Occasionally, the stress and pressure 
get to him as well. 

“At some point during the year, I feel 
like, ‘Tam a bad husband. I am a bad dad. 
Tama bad coach,” Turgeon admits. “Be- 
cause I can’t do all three of them the way I 
want to do them. The one that upsets me 
the most is being a bad dad.” 

Being a basketball coach, recruiting is 
a necessary evil that takes Turgeon away 
from his family. 

“T think it is harder on me than it is on 
the kids,” he admits. “They are so used to 
it. I have always been on the road for as 
long as they remember. I think if would 
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have raised them to age 12 and then be- 
came a recruiter, then it would be hard.” 

On the road, Turgeon keeps in contact 
by calling and checking up on Ann and 
the kids. Sometimes she gets so used to 
it that she forgets to let him talk to the 


kids. Both Will and Emma have been on 


recruiting trips with their dad. 
“The hardest part with recruiting for 
me is that you never get away from it,” 
Ann admits. “It is a part of his job.” 
non family vacations to escape the 
‘Texas summer, Turgeon is still working. 
“T take pictures of him to make fun of 
him because he is off in the corner talking 
on the phone and we are on the beach,” 
Ann admits. 
But being the family of a head basket- 
ball coach does offer fun and opportuni 


ties. During the NCAA and preseason 
tournaments, Ann, their kids, and other 
coaches’ families get the chance to travel 
and sightsee. 

“Those are very different kind of mem- 
ories you are creating with your kids,” 
Ann said. “They are opportunities as well 
as time together.” 

Both Ann and Mark come from good 
families, something they say is important 
to passing on to their children. The ‘Tur- 
geon’ take parenting very seriously, and 
work hard to instill good values in their 
children. 

“I think as parents, our job is to teach 
them respect, how the world works and 
a good work ethic,” Turgeon said. “If we 
do our job right, then 20 years from now, 
they are going to be hopefully living a 
good life because they have learned how 
to do it.” 

And just like in basketball, Turgeon has 
a vision for their future. 

“What I want is for them to all be un- 
believably happy 20 years from now,” he 
said, “Unbelievably happy. I can just think 
of how lucky and fortunate and good my 
life has been. Whether it has been a col- 
lege basketball player at Kansas, meeting 
Ann, getting married, having kids, and 
then professionally - I am really happy 
with that. Tam really proud of that. I just 


“Coaching is easy 
compared to raising 
kids." 


MARK TURGEON 


want them to be the same way.” 

Looking back on his time in Aggieland, 
Turgeon reflects on the changes in his 
life 

“Ir’s been different but it’s been good,” 
he said. “I know it sounds crazy, but I 
feel much less pressure here than I did at 
Wichita State. I still feel pressure. I am 
nervous every game. It is my life and I 
want to be the best.” 

“But, if we lost a game and I was walk- 
ing off the court, I just felt like everybody 
was just staring right at me,” he adds. “I 
felt I had the weight of the town on my 
shoulders.” 

He grins. 

“Not that they don’t care here. I know. 
When we lose, I get the emails.” 6 
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Twelve questions for the 
Aggies’ senior shortstop 
BY Al STAFF 
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“Macie showed such 


great toughness after 
that injury. She wanted 
to get back on the field. 
It really meant a lot to 
our team because we 
struggled without her.” 


COACH JO EVANS 
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Sophomore John Stilson | 
Texas A&M's go-to guy out o' 
BY BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 be 
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When John Stilson was a boy 
throwing a tennis ball off a brick wall at 
his grandmother's house, he never imag- 
ined he would be pitching for Texas A&M 
, he didn’t think he'd be 


one day. In fa 
pitching at all. 

Stilson grew up in Hooks, TX before 
moving to ‘Texarkana, TX at age 12. At 
‘Texas High School, Stilson was a three- 
sport standout, lettering for two years 
in basketball and three years in football 
as a wide receiver. Baseball, however, 
was where his athletic ability shined the 
brightest. A shortstop with a great glove, 
Stilson 
each of his three years on the team. 

During his senior year, Stilson injured 
his non-throwing shoulder playing foot- 
ball, undoubtedly affecting the attention 
all coach- 


Il-district and all-area in 


as 


he received from college base 
es. However, he still shined in the class- 
room, earning Academic All-American 
honors in football and graduating summa 
cum laude and in the top 10 percent of his 
class. But when it was all said and done, 
he had only one scholarship offer to play 
baseball at Texarkana College (TC). 
After undergoing shoulder surgery that 
summer and recovering in the fall, 
son began his college baseball career for 
TC. He was playing shortstop ~ the same 
position he had always played — bur that 
was about to chan 


“The 


game because one of our pitchers got in 


asked me to start a weekend 


trouble,” Stilson recalls, “and I threw a 
1-hit shutout. I started pitching regularly 
after that.” 

Almost instantly, Stilson bec: 
ace of the Bulldogs’ pitching 
ing all-conference and All-American 
honors along the way. He tied the school 
record for victories, finishing 12-1, with 
an earned run average of 2.44 and 78 
strikeouts. When he first started pitching 
for TC, his fastball was clocked around 
89 miles per hour. By the end of the sea- 
son, he had worked it up to 97. Not bad 
for a guy who had never really pitched 
before. 


“[ have always just messed around 
pitching ever since I was little and throw- 
ing the tennis ball off the wall at my 


grandmother’ house,” Stilson said. “I'd 
throw it like I was pitching, field it like I 
was a shortstop, and throw it back like I 
was getting the out at first base. And I've 
always messed around to see if I could 
make a ball move this way or that w 
‘That's how I learned all my pitches. I was 
never taught anything.” 

After his stellar freshman season at 
TC, Stilson was widely regarded as the 
nation’s top junior college pitching pros- 
pect. This time around, he had scholar- 
ship offers from all over, And he had an 


“I'll do whatever the 
team needs me to do. 

If they need me to come 
in during the 3rd inning 
and throw long relief, |’ll 
do it. Just don’t expect 
me to come out.” 


JOHN ST 


SON 


opportunity to begin his professional ca- 
reer when the Minnesota ‘Twins selected 
him in the 19th round of the 2009 Major 
League Baseball draft. 

“They gave me a great opportunity,” 
he admits, “but after visiting Texas A&M, 
I knew I wanted to be here. It’s just an 
awesome place with great traditions. 1 
immediately fell in love with this place. 

Not surprisingly, Stilson impressed 
coaches and teammates from the start of 
fall workouts. But his first real opportu- 
nity to shine in front of the Aggie faith- 
ful came in the third game of the season 
opening series against Seton Hall. 

“My adrenaline was going insane,” he 
said. “That was the main thing Coach 
Childress and I were worried about. I'm 
a pretty high-strung guy on the mound. 
We knew if I could settle down, that I 
would be just fine.” 

He was much better than fine. After 
entering a tied game in the 6th inning, 
Stilson threw four perfect innings of re- 
lief, as the Aggies downed Seton Hall, 


6-3, to finish the series sweep. He earned 
the win in a phenomenal debut on the 
mound, retiring all 12 batters he faced in 
order, allowing just two balls out of the 


infield and striking out five 


he said. “I couldn't 


“It was amazi 
have asked for anything else. I've been 


waiting on this opportunity for a lon, 
time and I'm just thankful I got the op: 
portunity to do it.” 

“Stilson was just outstanding,” Coach 


Childress said after the Tt was 


over when he got in the game.” 


Stilson credits Coach Childress for his 
continued development on the mound 
“It’s awesome playing for Coach Chil 


dress,” Stilson said. “He knows exactly 


what he’s talking about and will help you 


in any way possible. He has helped me 


tremendously. Everything I’m doing 


on 


the mound now is because of him. He has 


taught me a lot.” 

After only a few appearances this sea 
son, Stilson’ numbers are off the charts. 
He has raised his fastball up to 99 miles 
per hour, and he is hoping to throw it 
even faster: 

“I like throwing the fastball,” he ad 
mits, “because it is consistently 96 or 97 


miles per hour, but my favorite pitch is 


the changeup. Especially when guys are 
spinning themselves around trying to hit 


i? 


For now, the sophomore right-hander 
is the Aggies’ closer and part-time short 
stop. He may even fill in some in the out 
field 


“T'll do whatever the team needs me to 


do,” he said. “If they need me to come 


in duri 


the 3rd inning and throw long 
relief, Pll do it. Just don’t expect me to 
come out.” 


BIG 12 


BASEBALL 
PREVIEW 


Who and what to watch 
for in the race for the 
2010 conference cro’ 

BY SCOTT CLENDENIN ‘89 


Texas A&M, and the rest of 
the Big 12 teams other than Texas, 
were not expected to be among the 

baseball in 2010. How- 
ever, heading into conference play, four 
teams besides the Longhorns found 
themselves ranked in the top 30 in 
country as the league picked up right 
where it left off in 2009. 

The Aggies have shown the best 
balance in the conference in hitting 
and pitching, but the defense is still a 
work in progress. While John Stilson 
has been the star of the pitching staff, 
Brodie Greene’ senior on has been 
the key to the team. Last r, Blake 
Stouffer, Kyle Colligan and Luke An- 
ders had to recover after a slow start to 
their final season in A; nd. Greene 
learned from his former teammates’ 
struggles and hit the ground running 
this year. He has al 
the Big 12 Player of the Week and is 
the Ags’ leading hitter. Once the play- 
ers and coaches correct the errors in 
the field, this team will again compete 
for the Big 12 crown and the NCAA 
tournament hosting opportunities that 


been named 


come with finishing in the top of the 
league standings. 
Here is a team by team look at the 


other schools in the Big 12: 


brodie 
= GREENE (SR), 


BAYLOR BEARS 


Baylor had big shoes to fill after losing the 
majority of a recruiting class that was rated 
the nation’s best prior to arriving on cam- 
pus. Several players who underachieved last 
year in the scouts’ eyes must lead this team, 
and pitchers like Shawn Tolleson and Willie 
Kempf must pitch to their potential. 


PLAYER TO WATCH: Raynor Campbell is 
having a huge senior season, a big bounce 
back from a junior season that saw him post 
career low numbers. He has moved from the 
bottom of the Bear order to the top to take 
advantage of his batting prowess. 


WHAT NEEDS WORK: After a slow start, 
the Bears have picked up steam with the 
offense, but they are still struggling defen- 
sively. Three new defenders on the infield 
have to come together and cut down on the 
free baserunners 


KANSAS JAYHAWKS 


Kansas entered the season with high ex- 
Pectations, the best returning player in the 
league and confidence after a solid season 
in 2009. Winning two of three from defend- 
ing national champion LSU the week before 
conference play has them confident they can 
make a run to the league crown. 


PLAYER TO WATCH: Tony Thompson led 
the Big 12 in hitting, homeruns and RBI last 
year, but he hasn't hit the field this year after 
fracturing his kneecap in preseason practice. 
Kansas withstood the absence, but when 
Thompson returns to form, their middle of 
the pack offense could explode. 

WHAT NEEDS WORK: Without Thompson, 
the Jayhawk offense has not shown much 
power or speed. Most teams in the league 
can either bash the ball of steal bases, but 
Kansas is last in the league in bath. 


NEBRASKA CORNHUSKE 


cs 


KANSAS ST. WILDCATS 


Kansas State was the biggest surprise in the 
Big 12 last year, and most thought the Wild 
ts would take a big step back after losing 
star players in the field and on the mound. 
Former Aggie assistant coach Andy Sawyers 
continues to force the issue with an aggres 
sive offensive attack, making them the best 
at hitting as well as running the bases. 


PLAYER TO WATCH: Carter Jurica was a 
key player in their offense last year, but as a 
returning starter he has taken his game to 
another level. He is in the top five in hitting, 
RBI, triples, doubles and steals 


WHAT NEEDS WORK. The Wildcats lost the 
best pitcher in the conference last year, and 
while Kyle Hunter has been solid to start the 
season, the rest of the pitching staff still has 
more questions when the level of competi 
tion increases. 


OKLAHOMA SOO 


Nebra: bee 


WHAT NEEDS WORK 


‘Texas retumed the top pitching staff in the 

country, eaming them a preseason #1 rank- 
ing. Many thought the questions surround 

ing a struggling offense would be answered 
this year. Instead, their offense has regressed 
with the loss of key upperclassmen from last 
year’s national runner-up team. 


PLAYER TO WATCH: Taylor Jungmann 
would have been drafted in the top two 
rounds out of high school based on his po- 
tential, and he has built on that to be one of 
the top pitchers in the country, Moving an 
All-Amencan candidate in Chance Ruffin out 
of his Friday night slot, Jungmann will be a 
premier draft pick next year. 

WHAT NEEDS WORK. Their offense has. 
struggled against frontline pitching staffs 

so far, Even the best pitching staff will need 
better offensive support to be successful. 


PLAYER TO WATCH: 


even bet 
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TEXAS TECH RED RAIDERS 

xas Tech is rebuildir Dan Spe 
and after helping leac tate to back 
to back National Sionships, 
ach to help 
get the job done. The Red Raiders were be 


he has a 


yeat pedigree as a p 
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w start ir uld lead to anc 
season out of the Big vament. 
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THINGS TO WATCH FOR DURING 
SPRING FOOTBALL PRACTICE 


BY JEREMY KSIONDA ‘04 


It’s hard to believe spring football is already upon us. This spring 
marks the beginning of a new chapter in the Mike Sherman era. After another year 
of below average defense, Sherman brought in highly acclaimed defensive coordinator 


‘Tim DeRuyter from Air Force to resurrect 
priority number one th 


the Wrecking Crew. While that might be 


spring, it certainly isn’t the only storyline worth following. 


Here are our top 10 things to look for as the Ags hit the practice fields this spring: 


VON MILLER’S ENCORE 

There probably isn't a more encouraging story 
this spring than Miller’s return. After all, it isn't 
every day that A&M returns the nation’s sack 
leader and 2 first team All-American. Miller's 
senior leadership and intensity will undoubtedly 
be infectious to the rest of the young Aggie 
defenders. 


COACH NGUYEN 

Hf Miller’s return is the most encouraging sto- 
ryline, the return of Dat Nguyen has to be the 
most exciting. After a stint as an assistant coach 
for the Dallas Cowboys, Nauyen was hired 

by DeRuyter to be the new inside linebackers 
coach - the same spot where he earned All 
‘American accolades as a player. 


‘THE 3-4 SHUFFLE 

With DeRuyter comes a new defensive scheme, 
and most Aggie fans will be excited to see the 
retum of the 3-4 front. The scheme that made 
RC Slocum so successful should allow the Ags 
to put more speed on the field. Several players 
should find a new lease on life with a different 
front, including defensive tackles Rod Davis and 
Adren Dorsey 


FRESH FACES 

A trio of freshman quarterbacks and a highly 
touted offensive lineman are ready to make 
their mark in spring drills. Freshman tackle Luke 
Joeckel was one of the most highly rated mem: 
bers of the dass of 2010. If he’s anywhere near 
a5 good as advertised, he'll probably be in the 
starting unit by the end of spring drills. Matt Jo 
eckel (Luke's twin brother), Clay Honeycutt and 
Jameill Showers will fight to prove themselves as 
@ worthy backup to Jerrod Johnson so that Ryan 
Tannehill can see more time at wide receiver. 


WHAT TO DO WITH TANNEHILL 
After spending limited time at wideout at the 
beginning of the year, an injury to Jeff Fuller 
pushed Tannehill into more playing time, where 
he continued to put his athleticism on display. 
While he might still be the best backup quar: 
terback on campus, Tannehill has clearly proven 
himself as a weapon at receiver. Will any of the 
freshman quarterbacks allow Tannehill to see 
more playing time, or will he continue to be 
protected? 


Subscribe or 


REPLACING SENIORS 
Though they were few in number, the departing 
seniors will be tough to replace. Lee Grimes, 
Michael Shumard and Kevin Matthews became 
staples on the offensive line, and after a rocky 
start, emerged as one of the Big 12's best units 
toward the end of the season. That type of 
chemistry will be tough to replace, and there's 
not much experience returning to replace them. 
Defensively, ends Matt Moss and Matt Feath: 
erston leave a void as Von Miller's pass rushing 
compliments, and safety Jordan Pugh was the 
team leader in interceptions 


PHYSICAL TRANSFORMATION 

Strength coach Dave Kennedy arrived at the 
same time as Sherman, and while his impact 
may have been obvious with some players right 
away, there's a buzz surrounding the program 
that says the effects are beginning to show 
across the board, We know, we know... people 
say this every year, but this time we really think 
there's some truth behind it 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 

Coach Kirk Doll wasn't retained at season's end, 
and while there isn't a new special teams coach 
to introduce, we think it’s still worth keeping a 
close eye on the all-important area this spring. 
Sherman has indicated that a conscious effort 
will be put on special teams by all, which has to 
come as. good news 


KRAGTHORPE'S RETURN 

Former Louisville head coach Steve Kragthorpe 
finds himself back in Aggieland after an unsuc 
cessful stint in Kentucky. We're thrilled with the 
hire, as Coach Kraa’s mistortune of walking into 
Petrino’s mess ultimately proved to be A&M's 
gain. Kragthorpe’s tutelage of the wide receiv 
ers and influence on offense should turn out to 
be a win-win scenario for the Ags 


DERUYTER IN ACTION 
We know we mentioned it, but it's worth saying 
again. If DeRuyter can lead the Air Force Falcons 
to the 11th ranked defense in the country, then 
surely he’s capable of resurrecting the sleeping 
giant in Aggieland. it's been too long since the 
stands of Kyle have chanted "Wrecking Crew 
Hopefully, this spring marks step one toward 
the Crew's triumphant return. i 
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DESIGNER SUITES HOTEL 


Experience the soothing coos 
of our resident mourning doves 
and gentle breezes rustling through 
the wisterla-draped arbor = an 
unexpected oasis in the heart of 
College Station. Complement the 
experience of your stay with more 
conveniences and services than 
you'll find anywhere else in the 
Southwest. 


Aggie Owned & Operated 


Two Convenient Locations in College Station: 


710 Earl Rudder Frwy. S. at University 
979-846-7781 


12875 Wellborn/FM 2154 
979-764-7781 


— — cal 
1500 GEORGE BUSH EAST * COLLEGE STATION 
(979) 693-1220 + STAY@VINEYARDCOURT.COM 
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(above left and bottom right) The 12th Man set the single game record at Reed Arena three times this season. 
{above right) The Aggie Dance Team performs during halftime of the women’s game against Kansas State. 
(left) For the fourth-straight season, A&M fans were decked out in pink T-shirts for the Aggies’ BTHO Breast 
Cancer game. (bottom left) On Senior Night, fans paid tribute to Colin Killian, who has accepted a job with 
the City of College Station after over 20 remarkable years as sports information director for men’s basketball 
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Fourteen questions for the Dude Perfect guys 
and their newest member — the panda 


GENTRY “SC )P” WOODAR 


JASON MCCONNELL "01 


How did Dude Perfect get started? 
Tyler: it 


Why Dude Perfect? 
We're all r 


Cory 


Who comes up with the ideas for the trick 


shots? 
Cory 


What was life like when the Kyle Field 
video really started spreading? 
Cory: It a 


tarted 


tart out with 


hool 
first 


fing off a 


deck a 


have to adi 


n Tyle 
f them 


le Field vic 
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Where did the Dude Perfect Panda come 
from? 
Tyler We 


thought 


up and fal 

though considering th: find a 

fainting goat costume. S iine and 
red out t pa y used 


t had a good balance ¢ wuld 
till do things with it. Sow 
the costu m China. Every 


a mascot 


much 
¢ most 
potter 
hrough 


you need is 2 


ut of it is 
erunni zisle ata 
hands 


without 


Tyler: The panda got astar tion at the 
jast home @ 
Cody: Ang there were a lot of "Pandamoniun 


Who is the panda's favorite Aggie basket- 
ball player? 
Tyler: it 


But 


he's bee from the beginr 
Field shot. He had to leave for class while 

ere work 1 it and we have video of hier 
printing ass because he waited until 
the last possible second. Then he s5 early 
to come bi 

Cody: V itjust after he got back. He 


was the X 


at www.dudeperfect.com 


What has been your favorite moment from 

this basketball season? 

Cory Probably 
v sn experienc 
n-game re 

nd Bobby Kni 


Where does the panda live? 
Tyler: He live: lege Station, He 


fc press, natural 


Cory Well, he talk 


Tyler: And we ca 


e panda 


formatic 


Does the panda have a girlfriend? 
Cory: Right now, he 
Cody: | con't think 
g the cele 
Cory: The sky’s 


ie limit for the panda. He's 


Is the panda on Facebook or does he 
tweet? 

Cory: Yes, the panda did recently get 
book page (Pa He de 
vitter p vill be ge 


Does the panda have any special skills or 
talents? 


Cory actually incredibly talented 
Heis ngboa 
Tyler. He i everything he 


Cody: 


Does the panda have any weaknesses? 
Tyler 


s is popcorn. That's his kryp 


ess and he needed 


Will the panda be attempting any trick 
shots in future Dude Perfect videos? 


Anyone who has ever spent 
time with Charlie Lima '04 would know 
that he is a driven and passionate person. 
Irs rare to find someone who genuinely 
loves their job, but for Charlie, his job has 
become his life. 

Being the founder and owner of Train 
With Charlie, Charlie admits that he 
never thought he would ever be a person- 
al trainer. But, he says “everything hap- 
pens for a reason,” and credits God for 
the path his life has taken. 

As a kid, Charlie was overweight, and 
he lived up to the label of “chubby” that 
his family and friends had given him. 

“T had horrible eating habits until I was 
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about 18,” he said. 

Until then, his life had consisted of 
fast-food and soda. 

“T thought that a restaurant was good if 
it had free soda refills,” he adds. 

And even though he had grown up 
playing football and loved the sport, he 
hated the exercise it required. 

At the end of his senior year at Cypress 
Creek HS, and with a college decision 
looming around the corner, Charlie had 
every intention of going to the University 
of Texas in Austin. 

“T didn't know much about Texas A&M 
at the time,” he admits. “I wasn't one of 
the ones who grew up going to games at 


"Going to A&M was 
the biggest blessing 
and the best decision | 
think I've ever made in 
my entire life. God put 


me here for a reason.” 
CHARLIE LIMA 


Kyle Field. I just planned to go to Texas.” 

Although Charlie intended to lead a 
healthier lifestyle going into college, it 
wasn't until he had received his accep- 
tance letter to Texas that he really began 
to make a change. 

“I probably ran three or four miles that 
day just off endorphins,” he recalls. “I was 
so excited to get into Texas.” 

However, after a short trip with some 
friends to College Station for a concert, 
Charlie began giving Texas A&M a sec- 
ond thought. 

“T came into town on another visit and 
stayed with some friends that went to 
A&M,” he said. “I realized that College 
Station wasn’t so bad.” 

It was May of his senior year when 
Charlie changed his mind and decided to 
goto A&M, 

“I told my dad and he was a little in 
shock,” Charlie admits. “We had already 
committed to a dorm at ‘Texas and I had a 
roommate set up. I had everything in line 
to go to Austin.” 

“Turns out,” Charlie adds, “going to 
A&M was the biggest blessing and the 
best decision I think I’ve ever made in my 
entire life. God put me here for a reason.” 

While at A&M, Charlie had nothing 
short of a unique college experience. 

“Because I was so late in my decision 
to come to A&M, I was moved into Hart 
Hall, which, at the time, was the only re- 
maining dorm without air-conditioning,” 
he said. “But it was worth it — even during 
a College Station summer.” 

Charlie ran for yell leader twice dur- 
ing his time at A&M, which is a difficult 
task for anyone who is not in the Corps 
of Cadets. 

“I discovered that running for yell was 
a lot like owning a business,” he said. 
“There's a lot of marketing and work that 
goes into the campaign.” 

The summer after his sophomore 
year, Charlie began working various jobs 
around Aggieland. He mowed lawns and 
bussed tables at Wings-N-More, hoping 
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to work his way up to waiter. He was also spending a lot of time 
at Nutritec - a supplement store in College $ 
met personal trainer Cliff Latham, who trained clients in the 
back of the store. 

“T was in there one time and I don’t think he knew my name, 
burhe recognized my face,” Charlie recalls. “He said to me, ‘?'m 
about to buy the store and I need people to run it. You look 
1 $8 an hour’ 
‘More, so it was 


tion — where he 


ea 
good guy. Do you want to work for me? I'll pay 
‘That was more than I was making at Wings-) 
an easy decision.” 

Charlie began working the front counter and often visited 
with Latham’ clients before and after their sessions. One cli- 
ent - Mary Mike Hatcher - told Latham that if he ever wanted 
to grow his business, she thought Charlie would make a good 
personal trainer. 

“He gave me an opportunity to be a personal trainer and it 
just came natural to me,” Charlie said. “It just grew from there.” 

Shortly after college, Charlie began working as an indepen- 
dent trainer at Aggieland Fitness Dome. 

“During my campaign for yell leader, I had heard that red was 
a ‘power color,” he recalled. “So I started wearing a red shirt 


anytime I would train clients just so that I would stand out. Not 
too long after I began doing that, I had people asking around, 


wanting to train with ‘the guy in the red shirt. 

It worked so well that he made red the offi 
With Charlie. But, it has always been Charlie's devotion that has 
set his business apart. 

“J trained all the time,” he said. “I think it’s because I took it so 
seriously that I have a successfull business today.” 

Soon, Charlie had so many clients that he needed to hire an- 
other trainer. Business continued to grow leading Charlie and 
his trainers to move out of Aggieland Fitness Dome and into 
his own location that he acquired from friends and owners of 
Expression’s Dance Studio. 

‘Train With Charlie opened it’s doors in August 2008. Since 


ial color of Train 


then, Charlie has developed a successful business, facilitated 
healthy living and has achieved his dreams. He also recently 
opened a second location called College Station CrossFit. For 
Charlie, what started as a simple hobby, became his life. 


YOU CAN BE FIT —7 EASY 
STRATEGIES FOR TAKING 
BACK YOUR LIFE RIGHT NOW 


Charlie's 7 Easy Fitness Strategies: 


1. Mentally commit 
Set realistic goals 


Target the flag, 
Enroll your metabolism 
Doit right 


Appreciate the entirety 


Lead by example 


i 


indigoQ.com 


LOCAL ADVERTISING EXPERTS 
Are they Finding YOU? or THEM? 


DID YOU KNOW 
THERE WERE OVER 


9,600,000,000 
U.S. INTERNET SEARCHES 
IN DECEMBER 2007?* 


DID THEY FIND YOU? 
Our Clients are on Page One 


CALL US AND BE FOUND 
888.867.3540 


“comScore Jan 2005 


Wednesday, May 5 at Midnight 


The Albritton Bell Tower on Campus 
Benefitting Twin City Mission in B/CS 


Email rrussell89@hotmail.com for more information. 
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. Aggies everywhere were elated in 

mid February when Mike Sherman 
announced three new members of 
his coaching staff. And while Steve 
Kragthorpe and Nick Toth appear 
to be outstanding hires, neither 

A can compete with the buzz around 

” former Texas A&M All-American Dat 
Nguyen as the new inside lineback- 
ers coach. Eager to prove his value 
not only as a teacher of the game, 
Nguyen quickly hit the ground run 
ning on the recruiting trail 
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REWARD YOURSELF 12th Man Team 


= SS The program is absolutely free and yau can pick up your card 
| F vi] at any Home Texas A&M Athletic Event (excluding Football) 
= d . b ff 


Wwww.aggieathletics.com/12thManTeam 
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TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 


in College Station! 


St. Joseph Emergency Center St. Joseph Diagnostic Center 


St. Joseph Emergency Center St. Joseph Diagnostic Center 
Fully equipped. Fully staffed. 24/7/365 CT Scanner * MRI ® X-ray * Ultrasound 
Heliport * Closest to Pebble Creek * Digital mammography * Laboratory 


Spa-like environment 


4411 Hwy 6 South 
College Station 


Joseph 


Di erence 


Located near the corner of 
William D. Fitch and Hwy 6, 
behind St. Joseph Express 


